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Call for Applications
Professional Experience Program in New York

The Professional Experience Program in New York (PEP in NY) is managed by the Campus OWL
liaison office in New York and intended for students from one of the OWL universities with a strong
interest in gaining practical experience in an intercultural and professional environment in the New
York metropolitan area.
Application Deadline: August 15, 2021
Duration of Program: 3 months (April to June 2022)
About PEP in NY
PEP in NY offers students who study at one of the five OWL universities (Bielefeld University,
Paderborn University, Bielefeld University of Applied Sciences, OWL University of Applied Sciences
and Arts, Detmold University of Music) the chance to gain intercultural skills and professional
experience in the New York metropolitan area.
PEP runs from April to June 2022 and includes a leadership and intercultural skills seminar, an
internship in a company/organization in the New York metropolitan area and a virtual workshop to
reflect on the internship experience.
The intensive 5-day interactive seminar will cover the following key areas:
• Understanding American & German business cultures and navigating differences
• Leadership skills and development
• Practical exercises
Successful candidates will complete an approx. 11-week internship with a company/organization in
the NY metropolitan area.
The application process includes the following steps: After receiving applications for the program, the
OWL selection committee will nominate candidates in September. These shortlisted candidates will
then be interviewed by potential internship providers in October/November. Selected candidates will
apply for a J-1 visa in cooperation with the German American Chamber of Commerce in New York
and the internship provider (December-February).
Upon return to OWL the PEP participants will take part in the final seminar “Unpack your Internship
Experience” which will be held virtually with the goal to reflect on the professional and intercultural
experience and how to make use of it for future career planning. Participants are expected to provide
a brief internship report upon completion of the program.
Requirements
The candidates must be enrolled at one of the five Campus OWL universities at the time of application
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and during the program, in one of the following fields of study: business/economics, natural sciences,
engineering, sound engineering, architecture, social sciences, humanities. J-1 visa holders are
excluded from activities such as teaching, health/medical, and in the arts (musicians/singers).
•
•

•
•
•

Excellent academic performance
Enrolled at one of the universities in OWL (Bielefeld University, Paderborn University, Bielefeld
University of Applied Sciences, OWL University of Applied Sciences and Arts, and Detmold
University of Music)
At time of application, enrolled in a Master program or at least in 3rd semester Bachelor program
Outstanding communications skills (oral, written, interpersonal)
Fluent in English (Level B2 at a minimum)

Application Documents
• Letter of motivation including why you are the ideal candidate and how it helps you achieve your
goals and how it relates to your studies (in English, approx.1 page)
• CV in English (no photo necessary)
• Overview of your previous academic achievements with grade average (copy of your transcript;
copy of Bachelor Degree, if applicable)
• Letter of recommendation (preferably in English) written by a lecturer/professor of your faculty
• Proof of English language skills (at least Level B2, e.g. DAAD language certificate, TOEFL, IELTS)
• Confirmation of enrollment as a student
PEP includes
• A preparatory skills seminar and a final virtual seminar
• Internship placement in a company or organization in the New York metropolitan area
• Accommodation in New York City during the one-week preparatory skills seminar
• Metrocard during the one-week preparatory skills seminar
• Application process for the J-1 visa including the $700 fee for issuance of the DS-2019 (certificate
of eligibility for the J-1 visa)
Participants are eligible for a scholarship under the DAAD PROMOS funding scheme or other funding
tools for travel and stay during the program that will cover parts of the expenses abroad. For further
information regarding a scholarship, contact the international office at your university.
Participants will bear the costs for the international health insurance as well as the $220 SEVIS fee
and the U.S. Consulate fee of €130 for the J-1 visa at the Consulate in Frankfurt.
Participants will be responsible to find their accommodation during the internship. For an overview of
the expected expenses abroad please see the PEP info sheet.
Application Deadline: August 15, 2021
Please send your application in English in a single PDF file to simons@campus-owl.org
Dr. Katja Simons | Executive Director, Campus OWL New York
Campus OWL is a network of five higher education institutions in OstWestfalenLippe (OWL), Germany – Bielefeld University,
Paderborn University, Bielefeld University of Applied Sciences, OWL University of Applied Sciences and Arts, and Detmold
University of Music. The Campus OWL New York Office was founded in 2019 and represents these five higher education
institutions in North America. For further information please visit www.campus-owl.org
2

